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ANNCR: 

THE NEW DEPUTY TREASURY SECRETARY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GEORGE DICKSON, SUPPORTS AN INTERNATIONAL CODE OF BUSINESS 
ETHICS TO RESTRAIN BRIBERY. VOA BUSINESS EDITOR FRANK FEINBERG 
HAS THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 

VOICE: 

GEORGE DICKSON, JUST SETTLING INTO HIS NEW POST AS TREASURY 
SECRETARY WIL!TAM Sthion's PRINCIPAL AIDE, HAS DEFINITIVE VIEWS 
ON BUSINESS ETHICS, AND IN HIS INITIAL MEETING WITH WASHINGTON 
REPORTERS THURSDAY HE GAVE HIS VIEWPOINT. II! HIS WORDS, 

THERE SHOULD BE A WORLD CODE OF LUSINESS RULES THAT Ait. CAN 

LIVE WITrl. MISTER DICKSON, WHOSE BACKGROUND INCLUDES INVESTMENTS, 
BANKING AtlID COMMERCE, SAYS TTHE ONLY REALISTIC WAY TO REDUCE 
BRIBERY AND OTHER UNETHICAL PRACTICES IS TO DRAW UP 
INTERNATIONALLY SPONSORED GSIDELINES FOR BUSINESS TO FOLLOW, 

MISTER DICKSON UNDERSCORES THAT THE SUCCESS OF ANY WORLD 
BUSINESS CCDE DEPEMCS ON TO FACTORS: SELF DISCIPLINE 
BY THE BUSINESS CCMrMlINi TY, AND STRONG ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT 
BY GOVERNMENTS. OTHERWISE, HE MAINTAINS, COMPETITION IN WORLD 
COMMERCE CAii ASSUME CUT THROAT DIMENSIONS. AND, AS HE SAYS, 
THIS CAN BE HARMFUL TO ALL. 

MISTER DICKSON'S OBSERVATIONS ARE AMONG SEVERAL IN THE 
PAST DAY OR TWO ON HOW THE UNITED STATES FEELS ABOUT A PROPOSED 
CODE FOR MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS. THE TWENTY-FOUR NATION 
ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT -- 

OECD -- TO WHICH THE UNITED STATES BELONGS IS DRAWING UP A 


PROPOSED CODE OF CONDUCT. AND THERE HAVE BEEt UNOFFICIAL NEWS 


BACKGROUNDER NO. 1-0539 PAGE 2 
REPORTS FROM GENEVA AND WASHIi-sTON REGARDING THE U.S. 
POSITION, 

AMERICAN OFFICIALS REITERATE THAT THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
ADHERES TO THE STATEMENT MADE LAST SEPTEMBER BY STATE SECRETARY 
KISSINGER AT THE U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY. IN HIS WORDS: "'...THE 
TIME HAS COME FOR THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO ARTICULATE 
STANDARDS OF CONDUCT FOR BOTH ENTERPRISES AND GOVERNMENTS." 

TWO KEY TREASURY DEPARTMENT GFFICERS, GERALD PARSKY AND 
JOHN LANGE, IN SPEECHES WEDNESDAY DID POINT OUT THAT WASHINGTON 
FEELS OECD MEMBERS SHOULD INSIST THAT DOMESTIC CORPORATIONS 
ALSO ADHERE TO STRICT RULES OF CONDUCT -- SIMILAR TO THOSE 
ASKED OF MULTINATIONALS. 

NO CODE WILL COMPLETELY ELIMINATE UNETHICAL BUSINESS 
PRACTICES. BUT THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS EFFORTS BY THE OECD 
TO MITIGATE SUCH CONDUCT. 
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